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From the practice pen to the show pen. First off, if you're practicing all the
time and not showing, that's a problem. You say you don't show horses? When I
say show pen I mean anything from trail rides to barrels, from gatherin' cattle at the
neighbors to cutting. It don't matter what it is; you're practicing to show. So, if
you're practicing and not showing, you've got a problem. If you're practicing one
way and showing another, you've got a problem waitin' to happen. And if you're not
practicing at all and you're showing, you're in for some disappointing times.
Here's what you need to do. Show the same way you practice and practice
the same way you show. If you said, "Huh?" to that last sentence and are
kind of confused, don't worry, I'm about to tell ya what all that means.
Practice everything that you need to do when you show, like I said, whatever that
may be. But here's what you need to remember; always work on the hardest things
for you and your horse. Let's say you are going to show in a reining class and your
stops are really good but your turn-arounds leave something to be desired. Don't
keep makin' these cool lookin' stops for everybody to see the elevens in the sand.
Work on your turn-arounds. Work on them so much that when you go to turn
your horse around it's just like walkin' him in a straight line. It's easy for your
horse and you have confidence because you put the time in and practiced.
You've got to ride the horses that need ridin'; not the cool ones you can show off on.
Next, when you get to the show pen, you've got to act just the way you did in the
practice pen. Don't be afraid of training on your horse. A friend of mine once told
me, "One you've paid your entry fees, you've rented the arena and you can do
whatever you need to." Just make the horse do what he's supposed to do.
I've seen people on horses that make a mistake and they either stop and ride off,
or let him get away with it. Both can lead to real trouble. Have you ever heard
of soured horses? Show soured, barn soured, it's all because people just let
them get away with things and the horse learns and gets worse.
Just remember, horses are always learning, it's up to you to teach them.
And, the last one is, if you're practicing and not showing - what's the use?
You're puttin' the work in, why not go and have the enjoyment of showing?
Remember, being a Christian means that you should practice every day
and be ready to show at anytime.

Rickey Green
Team Roping Challenge
Saturday April 25th
Two Teams from each church will compete against
Rickey Green and his partner (to be announced)
Top two church teams will be rewarded
Champion & Reserve Champion Buckles.
No Entry Fee!
Sign up your teams today!!!
Contact us at ofccranch.com or (580) 847-2210
Rickey has taught more people to rope than any other trainer in history.
His methods are proven, Rickey has hundreds of students
that are enjoying the benefits of his training.
Rickey has trained world champion team ropers and their horses
and he knows this gift that he has comes from God.
Even if you don’t rope, you’ll be glad you were there
to hear what Rickey has to say!

Cowboy Camp @ Men’s Retreat
April 24th - 25th 2015
Please contact us as soon as possible
with your suggestions of folks to
represent their Crafts & Wares
at Cowboy Camp this year!

Looking for…
Saddle Makers
Gunsmiths
Leather Crafters
Taxidermists
Bit & Spur Craftsmen
Blacksmiths
Chuck Wagon Cooking
Metal Western Art
Horse Training Demonstration
Woodcraftsmen

ACTIVITIES:
Cowboy Polo
Horseback Tours
Dutch Oven Cook-off
Cowboy Music at the Bonfire
Cowboy Action Shooting
Black Powder Demo
And More...
What activity would your
church like to host?

Let us know
what your church is doing!!!

ofccranch.com

Continue to stay the course!
When I was younger I would always try to find
THE SHORTCUT
Generally, though, all I found
was the long way around.
As I grew older I realized the original path - the
path that was sure and true would always
get me where I needed to go.
The same is true in our lives as Christians.
There are many paths but only one that
will truly get you where you need to go.
All the rest end with a big sign that says,
“YOU CAN’T GET THERE FROM HERE”.
John 14:6
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RIDIN' FOR THE BRAND!
Send us your event flyers & results so we can share
on the website and in these Blue Lightnin’ Reports!

2015 Oklahoma City Farm Show
John Shirley, pastor of River Bend Cowboy Church, is
hosting our OFCC booth at the Oklahoma City Farm
Show on Thurs. April 16th through Sat. April 18th.
If you could come help out and represent your church
and the OFCC that would be great! Or send us a
brochure about your church so that we can let
everyone know where you’re at and what your doing!
John Shirley - (918) 424-4618 or
boothillranch78@yahoo.com

Happy Easter!
He died and rose again
to show us the way home
“John 3:16”

